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Literature identifies various reasons and typologies of migration throughout the human history
in internal and international contexts both out of which economic motives for migration is
considered as one of the paramount reasons other than natural disaster and persecution. The
migratory patterns observed by economic migrants are closely linked with the economic
situation mainly the labour market conditions at destination places. The evidence of increased
international return migration during past events of economic recessions across the globe has
been found significant. Though recent empirical findings are indicating that return migration is
becoming resilient towards the economic crises shocks but there is no insight available for the
effects of economic crises on ‘return migration intentions’ of the immigrants. Although ‘return
migration intention’ is a fundamental component of the whole return migration process,
however studying it yet alone is important to understand remitting behaviours of the
immigrants. Some studies though provide evidence that under return migration intentions,
immigrants remit more to origin countries but nature of these increased remittances and their
impact on urban development in origin countries is yet unclear. Another associated underlying
problem to this literature deficiency is also the lack of clear understanding of the term ‘urban
development’ at first place. Under this whole background, first part of current study is focused
on establishing a link between the effects of recent global economic crisis (2008-11) and the
return migration intentions of the Pakistani immigrants who have lived in Germany during the
crisis time and thereafter. While second part of the research is concerned with investigation of
return migration preparedness measures carried out, if any, by Pakistani immigrants in
Germany under return migration intentions during the crisis time and studying the impacts of
such preparedness measures on the urban development sector in Pakistan. A mixed method
approach is being used to address the research questions framed under each of the two
interlinked parts of the study. The last part of the research is focused to recommend priority
strategy response areas that should be considered by emigrating countries while formulating
policies to prepare themselves to deal the implications of economic decline conditions in
immigration countries onto its various sectors of the development, particularly urban
development.
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